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vhom he visited at first from curiosity, but later out of a genuine interest, which prompted him to lend them assist-ince. When he took leave of the city and its wonderful garden he declared that probably in all his life he had not jeen as serenely happy for sixteen days consecutively as he lad been there.
He left the city on the i8th of April in company with his 'riend Kniep. The travellers first went to Segesta to see a ;emple and an ancient theatre, and then rode three days through sparsely inhabited regions, the geological and agricultural conditions of which occupied Goethe's attention, md arrived in Girgenti on the southern coast. The Beautiful situation and the ruins of the ancient Greek city Dccasioned a stay of several days. To Goethe's mind the so-called temple of Concordia, with its pleasing lines, was related to the temples of Paestum as the figure of a god to that of a giant. But when he returned to Psestum after his Sicilian journey he recognised that the temple of Poseidon ranked far above all those of Sicily.
The travellers had originally intended to go from Girgenti to Syracuse. But as Goethe wished to become acquainted with Sicily as the granary of Rome, and had found Dut that the real grain-fields extended over the interior of the island, he gave up Syracuse and traversed the island in the direction of Catania. His desire was more than satisfied. For four days the wheat-fields and barley-fields stretched on in uniform fruitfulness, and the dreamy composition of his Nausikaa was the only thing that was able to make the poet oblivious to the discomforts of the tedious ride, the bad roads, and the still worse quarters. On the 2nd of May they arrived in Catania. Long before they reached their destination the snow-capped peak of Mt. ^Etna had beckoned to them through the clouds and inspired Goethe with a yearning desire to ascend it. But, heeding the earnest warnings of the natives that the season was not favourable, they contented themselves for the time being with ascending as far as Monte Rosso, a secondary crater of -^Etna, where they encountered such a violent